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inding a holiday dest-
natian that is sophisti-
cated, rugged, wild,
tame with greal
heaches. mountains,
cities and wilderness
which is cheap would appear to be
almost impaossible, but we've found
t. Forget San Francisco, Key West,
gven Sydney. Head fo the gay cap-
ital of Africa -- Cape Town. Withoul
doubt ona of the most beautiful
walerside cities of the world,

Since the 1994 glections the
new ‘Hainbow Mation' that is South
Africa prides itself on being the most
liberal in the word with freedom of
self expression and sexuality
enshrined in the constitution,

We discavered South Africa
in 1885 when they were still in the
afterglow of the great leap from the
darkness of neary 40 years of glob-
al isolation and the horrors of
apartheid. The experiance was
unforgettable.  This year
we returned to see mare,
although it would take
many years to see all of
this enormous country, ten
times the size of Britain.

The sfrong pound
makes a tip today wery
cheap indaed, very much
as Spain was in the sixties
and seventies.  Imporied
Gardons Gin is just £4.00
a bottle {have | got your
attertion now?) a three
course dinner with wine
costs around £6.00, car
hire 15 around £60.00 a
waek; the living is good
and cheap.

This year we con-
centrated on the Cape,
Table Mountain providing
a stunning backdrop to the
truly cosmapalitan, friend-
ly and bustiing metropalis
that is Cape Town, A visit 1o the
local  state-run  tourist  office
‘Captour', produced an introduction
ta Danigl Croucamp wha runs a new
outfit called ‘Gay esCape’ from &
very alegant affice right in the heart
of Cape Town. We needed to look
no further far a very helpful and pro-
fessional intraduction to all the many
delights on offer on the Cape.

Dianiel certainly knows his business
and his country very well, Cape
Town has a distingt Gay Village with
bars and clubs, although with guid-
ance we were able to find restau
rants, shops, saunas. beaches elc.
spread throughout the city and
immediate area.

After a full immersion in
Cape Town we decided 1o see the
famoeus Garden Route which lies on
the Eastemn Cape coast. This spec
tacular area starts only 4-5 hoursg
drive from Cape Town (this is a BIG
country, 4-5 hours 1o South Africans
i just & shon hep. They think noth-
ing of driving from Johannesburg ta
Cape Tawn, 1500 miles in ong go).
The roads are excellent and virtual-
ly empty ama'they drive on tha laft.

The Gardan Route starts at
Maossell By and ends just beyond
Tsitsikamma Mational Park where
wou stay in four-star cabing on the
beach beside the Indian Ocean
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which costs just £12 per persan per
night  with  full  breakfast.
Breathtaking scenery and incredible
value for money,

This stretch of coast is justly
world famous and can best be
described as a combination of
Seotfish mountains, Cornish coast-
line, Mediterranean climate, spec-
tacular beaches and vary friendly

pecple.  Daniel at 'Gay ecCape’
directed our footsteps throughout
our frip and we stayed at several
gay-owned B&Bs and self-catering
flats af tha highest possible stan-
dard and, again, exceptional value
far maney.

Although this part of South
Afnca looks and feels very much like
Europe in a thousand ways, it is

mast  definitely  not
Europe.  After so many
vEars in isolatian it stil
COMEs as & surprise to
them to hear that you are
from overseas and that
you do not have a mabile
phone {they all have
mobile phones).  When
booking anything from
hotels to restaurants you
must repeat that you
come from abroad and
listen 10 & miiure of won-
der and pleasure and
standby to be askad what
you think af their country.
It is very hard to avoid
politics, after such a tur-
bulert  past,  South
Africans are some of the
most politically aware
peoplE we had ever mal.

Back in Cape Town. a visit to
Sandy Bay is essential. Just a few
miles outside the city this is a gay
beach with full sand-dune facilities.
The bars and clubs of Cape Town
cater for all tastes as does
Steamers, the excellent and well
appointed bath house. Have tea at
the Mount Hotel and revel in a true




